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For information on any aspect of investing or doing business in  
Griffith City please contact:

Karly Sivewright, Economic Development Coordinator
T +61 02 6962 8100
M +61 417 368 169

E Karly.Sivewright@griffith.nsw.gov.au

For more information visit the Economic Development website at  
griffithed.com.au
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Welcome to Griffith City 
Mayor’s Message

On behalf of Griffith City Council, I am proud to 
deliver our Business Prospectus - Invest in Griffith – 
which promotes our City as an emerging investment 
destination for businesses to consider.

Griffith City Council welcomes business and industry 
with open arms, extending an invitation to visit and 
find out why this area is viewed as an ideal place to 
live, invest and operate.   

Businesses wishing 
to establish here will 
find a progressive and 
friendly city, offering 
excellent cultural and 
recreational facilities, 
vibrant retail, food, 
wine, essential services and infrastructure.

Griffith was established in 1916 as part of the NSW 
State Government’s Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 
project to supply irrigation from the Murrumbidgee 
River in western NSW. 

Initially known for dryland cropping and livestock 
production, the Western Riverina region became 
prominent in rice, cereals, citrus, grapes and fruit 
production. 

Recently, producers have further diversified into high 
value, long yield crops such as nuts, cotton, olives 
and vegetables. 

The emergence and growth in poultry production 
has been significant, with wine production, ranging 
from boutique wineries to some of the largest in the 
world, also playing a big part in our region’s growth. 

A key feature of the Western Riverina region is 
the scale of its operations and the intensity of 
investment in the agribusiness, food and beverage 
manufacturing sectors. Griffith is proud to be home 
to industry leaders, multinational companies and 
innovative businesses. 

Our local government area has a population of over 
26,586 and services a regional catchment of over 
60,000. We have a culturally diverse population, and 
this is reflected in our energetic retail and service 
sector. With a range of choices in education including 
University pathways, and a cosmopolitan lifestyle 
underpinned by a vibrant arts culture, fine dining  
and boutique shopping, Griffith offers a rewarding 
lifestyle. 

Statistically, according to demographer Bernard 
Salt, Griffith is one of the most desirable places in 

Australia to live. It has 
low unemployment, 
good population 
growth and affordable 
housing.

Griffith City Council is 
committed to assisting 

potential investors, forging close relationships with 
the business community and providing the necessary 
resources to help local businesses thrive. 

I invite you to contact our Economic Development 
Team, who can assist you in discovering the 
opportunities that exist for you and your enterprise 
in Griffith and its region.

Cr John Dal Broi 
Emeritus Mayor

Griffith City Council

... Griffith is one of the most desirable 
places in Australia to live. It has low 
unemployment, good population 
growth and affordable housing... 

Bernard Salt, Demographer

Griffith is located in the heart of the Wiradjuri nation – the largest nation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in Australia.

Griffith City Council recognises Aboriginal people in the history and growth of Griffith and its surrounding 
villages. As such, Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people as the traditional owners of the land and pays 
respect to Wiradjuri Elders past, present and future.

Griffith: Wiradjuri Country
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Economic Profile

 of businesses in Agriculture, Fishing & Forestry

 

Canberra

Melbourne

Sydney
Griffith

is located 573km west of Sydney, 
463km north of Melbourne and 
358km north west of Canberra

Economic Growth Indicators
• Griffith Southern Industrial Link Road Network for improved transport corridors

• Western Riverina Intermodal Freight Terminal (WRIFT)

• Griffith Base Hospital re-development

• CBD Strategy implementation commenced with Yambil Street upgrade

• New Ambulance Station completed

• Housing development - over 400 blocks

• Construction of Regional Sporting Precinct 

• Establishment of Country Universities Centre

• Walnuts Australia Head Office development

• Griffith & District Citrus Growers Inc awarded grant to expand the Griffith Centre of Irrigated         
Agriculture to support research.

• 329 new businesses entered the market as per ABS 2017 data

$33m 
residential investment 2017/18

$71m 
non-residential investment  2017/18

26,586
estimated residents (ABS 2017)

0.8%
population growth 

More statistics available at griffithed.nsw.gov.au 

4.82% unemployment rate

30,507
population 

forecast for 2036

14%
population 

increase 
forecasted for

2018-2036

1,640km2

of area covered

134m 
above sea level

10
towns & villages

Canberra

SydneyGriffith

3,291 local businesses

Industry Sectors
ABS 2017 Data

32%

Education & 
Recreation 

1%
Accommodation & 

food services
2%

Administrative & 
support 

3%

Health care & social 
assistance 

3%

Transport, Postal & 
Warehousing 

4%
Wholesale trade 

4%
Professional 

Scientific & Technical 
Services 

5%
Other services 

5%

Manufacturing 
5%

Retail trade 
6%

Financial & 
insurance  

7%Rental, Hiring & Real 
Estate 
11%

Construction 
12%

Agriculture 
32%

Griffith Industries (ABS 2017)
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Key Sectors
Agriculture

Griffith is the agricultural powerhouse of the Riverina 
and is one of the most diverse and productive regions 
in Australia.  Our adventurous and industrious 
community has developed a prosperous agricultural 
region then added value through manufacturing and 
innovative technology. 

The availability of water is a critical input for local 
agriculture. Water makes its way to the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area via Blowering and Burrinjuck Dams.

Griffith based companies offer a diverse range of 
services to the rural 
communities in our 
area, including all 
forms of agribusiness, 
livestock, insurance, 
real estate, farm 
equipment, spare 
parts and service, 
built on years of 
innovation and 
reliability. Local companies are also leaders in turnkey 
irrigation engineering solutions developing irrigation 
systems for crops right across Australia.  

Aquaculture

Aquaculture is a growing industry in Griffith. Based in 
Griffith, Murray Cod Australia grows premium Murray 
cod in open ponds with water sourced from the 
Murrumbidgee River. Murray Cod Australia has one of 
the lowest environmental footprints in the industry.  
Through innovation, the team at Murray Cod Australia 
has created a system that has been custom-designed 
to grow Murray cod efficiently. Manufactured locally 
and Australian made, the system mimics the natural 
environment and provides the fish with protection. 
Murray Cod Australia are utilising dams on irrigation 
properties where an improved model for producing 
the premier freshwater species has been a game 
changer. Murray Cod have also received consent to 
transport their cod for processing to a new premises 
in Griffith’s industrial precinct.

Poultry Production

The chicken meat industry is undergoing rapid 
expansion in the region with plans well underway 
to double production at Baiada/Steggles’ Hanwood 
plant to process three million birds per week by 
2021. This expansion has an enormous impact on 
the supply chain, from grain production, building 
of new sheds right through to waste management 
- it equates to a $548 million investment across the 
region, providing over 1,800 jobs by 2021. Griffith has 
good quality farming conditions to produce poultry 
as well as easy access to grains. Grain consumption is 

approximately 5,500 mt 
per week – the volume 
of over 3 Olympic 
swimming pools.

Manufacturing

Manufacturing is the 
largest employer in 
Griffith, making up 20% 
of total employment. 

Griffith is leading the way in food and beverage 
manufacturing, specialised machinery and equipment 
manufacturing as well as innovative technology.

Flavourtech is a local company that designs, 
manufactures, services and supports specialised 
processing equipment for the food (fruit & vegetable), 
beverage (coffee, tea, wine & beer), dairy, flavour 
and pharmaceutical industries world-wide. The 
unique technology and innovative applications that 
Flavourtech has developed allows it to process these 
products in a gentle manner through the use of 
steam alone, and without the use of any chemicals 
or solvents. 

A number of local manufacturing companies service 
the broad agricultural and industrial markets both 
locally and nationally. Our manufacturing firms offer 
a diverse range of products and services including 
quality maintenance and an expansive range of locally 
manufactured, custom-made farm equipment. 

Griffith also has a number of food manufacturing 
enterprises. Almondco, a new $25 million processing 
facility to service the almond industry in the Riverina, 
was opened in June 2017. The state of the art hulling, 

 
 

 

poultry
Australia’s largest

producer

13,876 
jobs

13,445
employed 
residents

NIEIR 2018

60,000
regional catchment 

$1.7m
Gross regional product (GRP) 

$952m 
manufacturing output $350m

agricultural output

20% 1.03%
jobs to workers 
ratio 2017/18

jobs in 
manufacturing

75%
of NSW grapes 

grown in the region

   NSW Riverina produces 20% of Australia’s 
almonds. Our orchard is one of the largest 

family owned and operated almond growing 
operations in the Riverina covering 1,200 acres.  
The Dinicola family are excited about the future 

and contributing to Griffith’s reputation as a 
destination for fine food and produce.

Jenna Stefanovic, Business Owner
Mandolé Orchard
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shelling and processing facility is the first stage of a 
multi-faceted infrastructure investment program for 
the region. The NSW Riverina produces 20 per cent 
of Australia’s almonds and this number is increasing 
each year. 

Wineries

The Riverina wine region is centered on the town of 
Griffith and surrounding villages of Yenda, Hanwood, 
Bilbul and Tharbogang. The flat plains of the district, 
bordered by the Cocoparra ranges, the rich soil, 
irrigation scheme and a Mediterranean climate, were 
the key factors in developing this wine region back in 
1913. Over a hundred years later, many of Australia’s 
well known family wineries still headquarter their 
operations here in the Riverina, producing award-
winning wines. Today there are more than a dozen 
wineries based in the region including De Bortoli 
Wines, McWilliams Wines, Casella Family Brands, 
Calabria Family Wines and Warburn Estate. With 
annual grape production of over 360,000 tonnes, the 
Riverina is the largest wine producing area in New 
South Wales with wineries and vineyards covering an 
area of over 15,000 hectares. 

Casella Family Brands is Australia’s largest family 
wine company based in Yenda. The Yenda winery is 
the largest wine processing facility in Australia and 
is capable of crushing more than 120,000 tonnes of 
grapes during a single vintage with a bottling line 
capable of processing 36,000 bottles an hour.

Commerce & Retail

Griffith is the commercial, retail and service hub 
for the Western Riverina with the retail sector 
alone employing 11% of Griffith’s workforce and 
contributing over $138 million (output by industry) 
2016/17. The commerce and retail sector provides a 
diverse range of goods and services for Griffith and 
surrounding towns and villages. It is an important 
industry that is continually responding to changing 
consumer trends, shopping patterns and new forms 
of retailing. 

Construction

Local construction activity has mainly consisted 
of non-residential, residential, infrastructure and 
commercial upgrades. In 2016/17 the construction 
industry contributed $729 million (output by industry) 
to Griffith’s economy. This is seen as a growth area 
in response to the city’s current shortage of housing 
availability and industry expansion strategies. 

Visitor Economy

Griffith is one of Australia’s most vibrant and 
cosmopolitan centres with great food, wine and 
weather. We boast a diversity of cultural, outdoor 
and sporting activities and have a growing tourism 
sector.

Council’s tourism department coordinates marketing 
and promotional activities, attracts major sporting 
events and organises annual festivals and events, 
providing substantial economic benefits to the city.

Destination NSW 2018

Million Visitors
to the Riverina

Million 
domestic nights

Million 
domestic spend

Dollars 
per night spent domestic

Thousand
international visitors

Million 
international spend

Tourism Business 
in Griffith

Visitors

Average night 
stay Nights

Spend

Average $ 
spend per trip

325k

297

534k4

93m

287

3m

$2.9

669

162

26.5

25
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Education

Griffith provides a range of choices for students from 
pre-school right through to tertiary and vocational 
education. The city has many well-established schools 
and educational institutions. Charles Sturt University, 
Deakin University, TAFE NSW Riverina Institute as 
well as other education providers, work with industry 
to provide skills and university pathways to ensure 
businesses can provide the necessary training and 
support for its workforce. 

A project is underway for a new high school model 
for Griffith. This model includes combining the two 
public high schools, Griffith High and Wade High, into 
a single school, Murrumbidgee Regional High School, 
operating over two sites. The new “one school, two 
sites” model will enable all students to have access to 
a wide range of subject options and school facilities.

Griffith also boasts a co-educational Catholic college, 
Marian Catholic College, catering to years 7 to 12.  

TAFE NSW has recently established Griffith as the 
Agribusiness Skillspoint Headquarters. This provides 
an excellent opportunity to respond to the needs 
of emerging and high-growth industry sectors, and 
upskill the workforce. Griffith will also be the new 

the home to a new TAFE Shared Services Centre. 
This development is proposed to be completed by 
2021. The TAFE Shared Services Centre will create 
approximately 60 jobs for the region, in high-skilled 
areas such as ICT and finance.

A Country Universities Centre is in the process of  
being established in Griffith with the aim of making 
tertiary education more accessible for our community.

Grow our Own Western Riverina is an exciting regional 
movement, developed to provide information to 
students, trainees and business people in this region 
and to encourage people to build a career while living 
locally. 

The Baiada Murrumbidgee Clinical Teaching and 
Learning Centre is run in partnership with the 
University of Wollongong, University of Notre 
Dame, University of New South Wales, Charles Sturt 
University, TAFE and Griffith Base Hospital. The UNSW 
Rural Clinical School has also established a campus 
in Griffith providing a modern teaching facility for 
medical students.

Health and Medical

Griffith is the regional centre for medical, dental 
and hospital facilities with health care and social 
assistance being the fourth largest employment 
sector in our local government area.

Griffith Base Hospital offers specialist medical 
services including intensive care, surgical, 
pediatrics, obstetrics and renal dialysis, a range of 
allied health and mental health services as well 
as outreach services to the district. The hospital 
provides a 24hr Emergency Department, ICU/CCU 
and an extensive Outpatient Clinic. 

Planning has commenced for the new Griffith Base 
Hospital. In December 2018 the NSW Government 
announced a further $189 million towards Stage 2 
of the redevelopment.

In 2016 the $23 M St Vincent’s Private Community 
Hospital Griffith opened, providing residents with 
a 20-bed hospital and specialist inpatient services.

Griffith has a substantial medical community 
with approximately 40 General Practitioners 
in the district and over 20 resident and visiting 
specialists servicing the area.

Renewable Energy

Griffith has an advantageous combination of 
climate and infrastructure assets to support the  
development of renewable energy investment 
including solar, biofuels and resource recovery 
options.  

Recently, two large scale solar projects located 9 
km from the City centre have been completed:

A 60 megawatt farm consisting of approximately 
185,000 solar panels installed on 120 hectares;

A 30 megawatt farm with the ability to generate 
electricity equivalent to powering approximately 
12,000 homes.

A recent study undertaken by the Department 
of Primary Industries identified there is a vast 
amount of biomass (organic matter which can be 
used as a fuel for generation of energy) available 
in our area and showcased many innovative 
companies utilising biomass as a fuel to reduce 
their energy costs. 
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Residential Precincts
With consistent population growth, Griffith is the ideal location to invest or relocate! We have many attributes 
that new industries can benefit from, as well as offering an affordable residential market for the modern 
family, singles and retirees.

There is land available in and surrounding Griffith ideal to purchase or lease on the rental market which is 
achieving strong returns.

With its strong population growth profile Griffith has long-term land use strategies in place to accommodate 
population growth. The Griffith Landuse Strategy Beyond 2030 provides direction for land use and spatial 
development for Griffith with a forward vision of approximately 30 years. The Strategy focusses on optimising 
land use and urban design to accommodate future economic trends and our community’s evolving needs 
and aspirations. 

The suburb of Collina is one of our largest residential housing areas, close to daycares, schools, parks, Driver 
shopping complex, Ted Scobie Oval and only 5 minutes drive to the CBD and presents significant opportunities 
for further development. Council recently approved four new subdivisions in Collina, the land has been 
cleared and development has commenced. These developments will provide a total of 394 new blocks for 
purchase. Block sizes range from 700m2 to over 1100m2 and are in high demand. 

Land for residential development is also available at Lake Wyangan and at other locations within the City. 
With our population continuing to grow and land available for development, there are many opportunities 
for land and housing investment.

Reach your market
Griffith’s central location with transport linkages to 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra and Adelaide 
is a major advantage for investors.

Road

Griffith is located just off the Sturt and Newell 
Highways and is a major junction for the Kidman 
Way, Burley Griffin Way and Irrigation Way.

Griffith has both B Double and Road Train access to 
major markets, distribution and warehousing with 
numerous major transport companies based in the 
city.

Council is continuing work on building efficient 
transport corridors with initiatives such as the 
Griffith Southern Industrial Link which will remove 
constraints on the local road network, improving 
access to markets for regional producers. When fully 
constructed the Griffith Southern Industrial Link will 
take all heavy traffic from the northwest of our local 
government area to the south allowing ease of access 
for industries to move freight around the outskirts of 
the City and connect with major transport routes.

Rail

The NSW Government recently announced funding 
worth $60 million for an upgrade to the Griffith to 
Junee rail line. The upgrade will allow for 25 tonne 
axle trains to travel between Griffith and Junee and 

will also join with the Melbourne to Brisbane inland 
rail line. Producers and businesses in the region will 
benefit from a more efficient and lower cost logistics 
chain, improving their domestic and international 
competitiveness.

The Western Riverina Intermodal Freight Terminal 
(WRIFT) located midway between Griffith and Leeton 
will not only have a major impact on accessibility for 
your enterprise to domestic markets, but will greatly 
benefit your export and import business by increasing 
the freight options available to you. 

Air

Regional Express (REX) flies from Sydney 7 days 
per week with several flights each day. The total 
direct flight time is approximately one hour with 
community rates as law as $129 one way. Passenger 
numbers average 6,200 per month. REX also provides 
connectivity from Griffith to Broken Hill to Adelaide.

Griffith City Council recently redeveloped the airport 
terminal, resurfaced the runway and installed state 
of the art precision approach path indicator (PAPI) 
lights. 

The Griffith City Airport site has capacity for increased 
commercial enterprises. The site could house major 
freight and /or warehousing distribution operations 
or serve as a base for pilot training.

Median Property Price*
Griffith $325,693
NSW $711,006

Median Rental Price*
Griffith $340 p/w
NSW $450 p/w
* June 2017 Hometrack 
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Industrial zonings are generally situated on the fringe of the City and 
strategically located in terms of transport infrastructure. There are 
numerous areas zoned throughout Griffith permitting a mix of light, 
heavy and general industrial use.

Prominent Industrial precincts include:

Industrial Precincts

Battista Industrial Estate
Griffith’s most recent development has a number of large blocks available 
for development. The estate flanks the major routes to Canberra and 
Sydney.

Mooreville Industrial Estate
On the eastern fringe of the city, Mooreville Industrial Estate houses a 
variety of industrial, retail and manufacturing businesses.
 

Hanwood Industrial Hub
Only seven minutes from the CBD this precinct is home to several large 
food processing companies and is a B Double by-pass to major routes.

Bridge Road Industrial Precinct
This industrial precinct is close to the CBD and major heavy vehicle 
routes. 

Yenda Industrial Precinct
Fifteen minutes from the CBD, the Yenda industrial precinct features 
two large beverage companies and is easily accessible by heavy vehicles 
providing opportunities for industrial growth.

Western Riverina Intermodal Freight 
Terminal (WRIFT) 
WRIFT is located midway between Griffith and Leeton and is the newest 
and largest logistics hub for the Western Riverina region. WRIFT provides 
the least cost pathway to domestic and export markets, and a transport 
efficient logistics hub with a rail centerpiece surrounded by effective road 
networks. It provides our agricultural producers with world-competitive 
export industries through connectivity of road and rail. WRIFT is the only 
site in Australia that allows loading of both containers and bulk freight, 
resulting in increased flexibility, reliability and volume for producers/
processors and end users. 
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Commercial and Retail Precincts
One of Griffith’s most endearing features is Banna 
Avenue, an attractive tree lined main street with 
an enviable strip of boutiques, gift shops, galleries, 
homewares, accommodation, banks, restaurants and 
cafes. 

Yambil Street runs parallel to Banna Avenue and 
typically houses professional businesses such as 
accountants, solicitors, financial planners, real estate 
agents, employment services as well as retail, beauty 
and other services.

At present there are a small number of commercial 
vacancies through the Griffith CBD area including the 
main retail precinct.

Griffith has banking institutions aplenty that 
provide specialist services to retail, agribusiness and 
commercial enterprise. The finance sector handles 
some of the highest profile business clientele in 
Australia.

Griffith is home to two major shopping centres, one 
of which is a $60 million development with National 
chains providing a focus for the centre. There are also 
numerous neighbourhood retail precincts.

The commercial property market in Griffith is very 
reasonable for those who are wishing to start up a 
business, relocate or invest. 

Griffith CBD Strategy

In 2015, Council adopted an ambitious plan that 
sought to rejuvenate the city centre of Griffith. The 
Griffith CBD Strategy primarily focuses on developing 
an attractive city centre that people want to visit 
more frequently and stay for longer periods of time.

The main recommendations presented in the strategy 
include:

• Upgrading Kooyoo Street and Yambil Street as 
inviting areas to walk, socialise and stay

• Redeveloping Neville Place into a civic open garden

• Upgrading Banna Avenue to promote the main 
street and retail core

• Developing Olympic Park into a major Youth 
precinct and activity zone

• Redeveloping the Main Canal as a recreational 
attraction in the city

• Upgrading off street car park to provide a higher 
level of amenity

The first stage of the CBD Strategy implementation 
as commenced with the upgrade of Yambil Street 
which will become a more inviting commercial 
boulevard for residents and visitors.  The master 
plan seeks to calm traffic, support pedestrians and 
promote a more pleasant public realm. Yambil Street 
will become significantly more attractive through 
the incorporation of street trees, new pavement and 
additional public seating and lighting.  

For more information, please view the CBD Strategy 
at the Griffith City Council website griffith.nsw.gov.
au/griffithcbdstrategy

We’ve grown steadily over the last ten 
years and achieved record sales in the past 
two. This is not the case with other vehicle 

dealerships in other rural areas. So this gives 
me confidence in Griffith’s future and in our 

business success. 
Dean Owen, Dealer Principal Owen Toyota.
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