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RDA Riverina Committee Meeting Hay November 2012

L-R Bob Tuck, Diana Gibbs, Marg Couch, Faye Anderson, 
Kerry Penton, Nicole Lucas, Bill Thompson, Tom Watson, 
Phil Pinyon, Lani Houston, Joe Burns, Tracey Valenzisi, Gary 
Lavelle, Louise Conibear (Trade, Business & Investment NSW) 
& Mick Rutledge. (Marg Andreazza absent)

Message from the Chair
Welcome to the December  2012  edition of the Riverina RDA Newsletter. 

This Christmas edition will be the first e-newsletter providing more regular updates on  latest grants, projects & 
programmes, committee activities and upcoming events across the region. 

This time of year we not only take the time to reflect on the past year but more importantly plan for the year ahead. 
This year will involve building the capacity of Riverina communities, Local Government, non-profit organisations and 
business to develop project ideas to fruition.  RDA Riverina will encourage collaboration and a partnership approach as 
the preferred means for developing  successful projects.

Further consultations and conversations will occur to build on the framework and context of the Regional Plan 2012 
– 2015 . The Regional Plan is a living document that will set clear directions with enough flexibility to adjust to the 
priorities of the communities it encompasses.

Our key areas of focus in 2013 will include:

(a) Promotion of the region for investment and tourism

(b) Environmental sustainability ensuring localism is applied to the Murray Darling Basin Plan.

(c) Value adding potential in the region particularly in regard to agriculture

I would like to take this opportunity to thank RDA Committee members and staff for their commitment and contribution during 
2012. This team  brings a diverse range of skills, experiences and knowledge from community, business and government.

To our Riverina communities we wish you a joyful festive season a time spent with friends and family and a time of great 
menu planning. May I remind you to support local producers and businesses whenever possible.

Best Wishes

Chair RDA Riverina
Tom Watson
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We advise that the Griffith and Wagga Wagga 
offices will be closed from 21/12/2012 – 14/01/2013

Our staff and commit tee wish 
you a very Happy Christmas 

Committee Activities

$50,000 to get Riverina Murray region NBN ready
RDA Riverina and RDA Murray were successful in a partnered  submission for funding to 
deliver an information package showcasing  the benefits of faster broadband for  the 
Riverina & Murray regions.

This jointly delivered  project  has received $50,000 in Federal funding to support Digital 
Economy and NBN Readiness Planning for the Riverina and Murray Regions. 

Regional Australia Minister Simon Crean made the announcement on 24 October 2012 that 
20 RDA committees would benefit from about $500,000 in Federal funding for 14 projects. 

The ‘information and awareness’ sessions will contain the following presentations or 
information:

1. Overview of NBN Co. and the roll out of the National Broadband Network fibre, 
fixed wireless and satellite in the Riverina and Murray region.

2. Presentation from Retailer/s (such as Telstra, Optus, Activ8, bordernet etc.) explain 
the role of the retailer & the broadband services  that are currently available and 
those planned into the future. 

3. Presentations and demonstrations of what faster broadband means for the end user 
(individual, business person, artist, tour operator, farmer, doctor etc)

This model for the ‘information & awareness’ sessions will be flexible so it can be adapted 
and modified depending on the target audience and the partner organisation or 
stakeholder/s. 

The Minister’s release contains details of the funded projects More »

Riverina First Community Fund
RDA Riverina (New South Wales) has announced the funding recipients for Round 11 of the 
Riverina First Community Fund (RFCF).

The RFCF is a philanthropic fund administered by RDA Riverina which is used to improve 
social, cultural and community services and facilities in the Riverina region. There were a 
total of 15 applications from across the region, with a total of 12 regional groups being 
successful in receiving up to $2000 to go toward their chosen project.   

Riverina First Community Fund Committee 

L-R  Paul Braybrooks (Cootamundra Councillor), 
Julie Briggs (REROC), Yvonne Braid (Wagga 
Wagga Councillor, (Gary Lavelle, Temora  
Shire GM absent)

More »
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Committee Activities

RDA Riverina Regional Plan 2012 - 2015
The RDA Riverina Regional Plan 2012 – 2015 is a road map for the future development of 
the Riverina region.

Through discussions and consultations with various stakeholders across the region and the 
review of existing planning documents a footprint for action has been developed.

The Regional Development Australia (RDA)-Riverina region stretches 500 kms east to west 
acrossNSW and services a population of approximately 160,000 people. The RDA-Riverina 
is now composedof 14 Local Government Areas (LGA’s) with the inclusion of Bland Shire 
in April 2012. RDA Riverina LGA’sinclude: Bland, Carrathool, Coolamon, Cootamundra, 
Griffith, Gundagai, Hay, Junee, Leeton, Lockhart,Murrumbidgee, Narrandera, Temora and 
Wagga Wagga.

Call for local leaders to drive regional development
The Department of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts and Sport is calling for 
community volunteers to fill vacancies on RDA committees in Riverina, all regions in NSW 
and Western Australia.    

RDA Riverina to play key role in new RDAF rounds
RDA committees have a key role to play in shaping infrastructure investment to meet regional needs during Rounds 
Three and Four of the Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF).

Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for projects that will support Riverina  economies, build a dynamic region and enhance 
liveability were received on December 6, 2012 .The RDA Riverina Committee will short list five projects in round 3 and 
three  projects in round 4 through the EOI process to go through to full application stage.  These will then be submitted 
to the Department on 11 February 2012 and the Department will notify successful applicants on 13th February 2013

For further information go to:

http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/rdaf_round_three.aspx

http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/rdaf_round_four.aspx

More »

More »

A NSW Government Initiative

Regional Plan  

2012-2015 
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Projects & Programmes
Regional Australia in the Asian Century
On the 28th October, the Prime Minister released the Australia in the Asian Century White Paper. It calls for 
governments, businesses and communities to play their part in shaping Australia towards 2025. It looks at developing 
the capabilities and connections that Australia will need, so that Australian people can contribute to, and learn from, 
the Asian region, and take full advantage of the opportunities of the Asian Century. 

Asian Century factsheet »

Regional Australia Institute launches  
‘Stocktake of Regional Research’.
Strategies to guarantee the Riverina region’s future economic growth and prosperity was 
discussed at a community and research forum hosted by the Regional Australia Institute 
(RAI) in Wagga Wagga on 30 October 2012.

Local leaders, regional researchers and international experts will lead the discussion on 
how to achieve the conditions and policy settings essential for Wagga Wagga and the 
surrounding region to reach their full potential.

Key speakers and panellists included RAI Fellow, Professor Graeme Hugo, who provided 
insight into the early findings of RAI’s project on regional population mobility; and RDA 
Riverina Chair Tom Watson, who participated in a panel on Wagga Wagga’s potential and 
how it could be realised. 

More »

Narrandera Shire Council sign Cooperation agreement with Investment Association of China

with Mr Li of the China Folk Literature Arts Society (CFLAS) and Australia China Exhibition Hall 
Committee (ACEH) and Mr Han Rongbo – Vice Secretary General of China Investment Forum of 
Investment Association of China (IAC)

Free Business Apps!
Plan for your success. Complete your business.gov.au planning suite by downloading these 
FREE Apps now!

Producers, Designers & Artists from the Riverina NSW
The Country Store is an online shop for rural producers from the Riverina selling under a 
common banner. It is a not-for profit social enterprise showcasing the very best products 
that are made, grown, created or value added to. Many of the products are unique and 
not available through traditional retail outlets. 

Enjoy shopping at The Country Store

More »

More »
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Projects & Programmes

LivingGreener
Practical tips for saving energy and money, plus access to Australian, state and territory 
government household rebates and assistance.

Ningana Fine Foods

Ningana Enterprises Inc is an Australian Disability Social Enterprise located in the Riverina 
town of Griffith. In addition to delivering  support services to people with disability and 
their families, they operate a packing shed and a farm, that provides meaningful and 
inclusive employment for people with a disability. In April 2012, Ningana was awarded a 
Westpac ‘Catalyst’ grant to support its organic farm project. In November 2012 Ningana’s 
Farm launched its range of gourmet fine foods.            

More »

More »

NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan released 
The final NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan was released today by the Minister for Transport, Gladys Berejiklian and 
Minister for Roads and Ports, Duncan Gay. 

The Master Plan brings together all types of transport across all regions of the State into an integrated, modern system 
that puts the customer first. The Master Plan sets a clear direction for transport in NSW for the next 20 years. 

An electronic copy and summary version of the Master Plan can be downloaded from www.transportmasterplan.nsw.gov.au

Latest Grants

Win a Kitchen for your Local Community - RAS Foundation 
2013 Community Kitchen Program Now Open 
The Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS) Foundation is giving rural and regional  
NSW community organisations the chance to win a kitchen worth $25,000 courtesy  
of Bunnings Warehouse. 

Applications close 10 February, 2013.
More »
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Latest Grants

Win a $25,000 Grant to Help your Local Community -  
RAS Foundation 2013 Community Futures Grant Now Open 
The Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS) Foundation is giving young people who live in rural NSW the chance to 
secure a $25,000 grant to deliver a new and innovative community project.

Applications close 11 January, 2013.

Grants and Assistance Finder
There are many programs and grants available to help Australian businesses develop new ideas. The business.gov.au 
Grants and Assistance Finder search tool helps you find assistance from federal, state and territory governments.

The search tool is free to use and lists over 500 grants and assistance programs. 

New Grants Support Smarter Energy Use Across The 
Community For A Clean Energy Future
The Community Energy Efficiency Program (CEEP) is a competitive merit-based grant to help 
local government and not-for-profit community organisations undertake energy efficiency 
upgrades to community infrastructure such as council buildings and recreation centres.  
Round Two of CEEP will have a strong focus on assistance for projects that benefit low socio-
economic and other disadvantaged communities, especially in regional and rural areas.

Applications for Round Two close on 7 February 2013.

More »

More »

More »

Textile, Clothing and Footwear Small Business Program - 
Round 8 Workshops
Textile Clothing & Footwear Small Business Program opens 10/12/12 & closes 5pm 1/03/13. 
Up to $50k grants to improve business enterprise culture in TCF small businesses. To apply 
& register for workshops call 132846 or visit website.

More »
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Latest Grants

Corporate Champions - An older workforce
The Australian Government is looking for advocates for employment of mature age people in the workforce, who 
will support suitable businesses to become Corporate Champions in providing jobs for older people. The Corporate 
Champions project aims to attract employers who make a public commitment to move toward better practice in 
employing mature age people (aged 45 and over). This program is an Australian first.

Carbon Farming Futures – Filling the Research Gap Round 2 Grants
Up to $50 million in competitive grants funding is available for projects in the second funding round of filling the 
Research Gap. Organisations are also invited to apply to undertake coordination roles for national research programs 
to connect projects and facilitate knowledge sharing between researchers working on related research priorities. 

Applications need to be received by 5:00pm (Canberra time) on Wednesday 23 January 2013.

Sport and Recreation Funding Programs
Participation and Facility Program 

The focus of this program is to provide increased opportunities for participation in sport and recreation and assist 
with the funding for the development of local and regional level sport and recreation facilities in NSW. Round 1 
applications are now closed. Round 2 applications open 21 January and close 26 February, 2013. 

Sport and Recreation Events Program 

The primary focus of the Sport and Recreation Events Program is to attract financially viable sporting events to NSW. 
The Program will provide funding for events that are international or national in focus, are recognised by the relevant 
sporting authority and provide an opportunity for talented athletes, officials and coaches to develop their skills 
through exposure to and participation in these events. The Program will also support events conducted in regional 
and rural areas that promote participation in sport and physical activity and provide a focal point for community 
building and engagement. Grant applications are continuously open with rounds closing on 31 October 2012, 31 
January 2013 and 30 April 2013

www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/grants/

More »

More »

More »
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Upcoming Events

National Rural Women’s Conference – February 2013
Registrations for the inaugural National Rural Women’s Conference are now open. The Conference will bring more 
than 500 women from regional, rural and remote Australia to learn, discuss challenges, celebrate and share their 
vision for the future. Australia’s favourite cook, Maggie Beer, Fashion Designer Liz Davenport, and Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner, Elizabeth Broderick are just some of the speakers.

 The conference will be held in Canberra from the 18 to the 20th of February 2013.  

ABARES Outlook 2013 - future food, future farming
ABARES Outlook 2013 conference March 5&6,2013, Australia’s leading event to debate the issues for the agricultural, 
forestry, fisheries and food sectors. It is where public and private sector decision-makers will gather and discuss the key 
domestic and global issues affecting our rural industries and economic outlook.

COURT BETWEEN CULTURE’ Conference
Exploring the diverse culture of family law and its clients

Date: March 20,2013  Venue: RSL Club Wagga Wagga

For further details about attending the conference contact; 

Conference coordinator : Keryn Foley  P. 02 6923 9100   E. Keryn.Foley@racr.relationships.org.au

More »

More »
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2013 Calendar 

FEBRUARY
 6 Western Riverina Rural Services Network Meeting  Darlington Point

 7 RDA Riverina Committee Meeting Wagga Wagga

 8  Riverina Communities Rural Network (RCRN) Gundagai

 11 Early Childhood Services Strategic Leadership Group Meeting Griffith

 13 RDA F Round 3 & 4 Announcement of successful applicants

 18 - 20 National Women’s Conference  Canberra

 26 Introduction to Grantwriting  Junee Shire

 28 Riverina Development Officers Forum  Griffith

MARCH
 1 RDA Riverina Health Sub Committee Meeting  Wagga Wagga 

 5 - 6 Abares Outlook Conference 2013  Canberra

 19  Introduction to Grantwriting  Coolamon Shire

 20  Court between Culture Conference  Wagga Wagga

 20  Introduction to Grantwriting  Carrathool Shire

 21  Introduction to Grantwriting  Lockhart Shire

 22 EDA NSW Regional Conference  Wagga Wagga

RDA Riverina

Level 1/Suite 13  
130 - 140 Banna Ave 
Griffith NSW 2680

Ph: 02 6964 5540 
Fax: 02 6964 4090

48 Fitzmaurice St (PO Box 479) 
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

Ph: 02 6921 1007 
Fax: 02 6921 4679
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A NSW Government Initiative

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Regional-Development-Australia-Riverina/516877551664411?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Regional-Development-Australia-Riverina/516877551664411?ref=ts&fref=ts

