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Meet RDA Riverina Committee Member  Brett Stonestreet

Brett is the General Manager with Griffith City

Council. He holds a Bachelor of Business (Local

Government) Degree and Graduate Cert. in

Regional and Local Government Management

and has held other senior positions with

Gunnedah, Barraba, Cobar and Moyne Shire

Councils. In these previous and current roles

Brett has played an active role with the

development and implementation of strategic

plans at the local government and regional level.

He has overseen the planning and delivery of numerous community infrastructure projects where early

stakeholder engagement is critical to a successful outcome. In addition he has played a leadership role in

anticipating industry trends and implementing effective change management to ensure organisation

sustainability. Brett looks forward to working with relevant stakeholders to achieve long term,transparent

financial planning at all levels of government.

Digital Skills for Community Groups

RDA Riverina have partnered with TAFE

Riverina Institute to develop the Digital

Skills For Community Group workshops to

be rolled out across nine Riverina Shires.

These workshops are FREE to volunteers

• Gundagai: Tuesday 31st May 

• Hay: Thursday 7th June 

• Leeton: Tuesday 14th June 

• Temora: Thursday 16th June 

• West Wyalong: Thursday 12th May 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_GUNDAGAI_int2.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_HAY_int_2_.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_LEETON_int2.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_TEMORA_int3_1_.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_WEST_WYALONG_int2.pdf


in community organisations wishing to

enhance their digital skills. 

 

• Tumut: Tuesday 17th May 

• Cootamundra: Tuesday 24th May 

• Griffith: Thursday 19th May 

• Wagga: Thursday 26th May

The workshop covers social networking, its terms, applications and tools in addition to

setting up templates for electronic generated newsletters. Participants have the choice to be

assessed whilst completing 2 units of learning in: 

o Operate Applications Software Packages 

o Use Social Media Tools for Collaboration and Engagement. 

For further information contact:  Marg Couch po@rdariverina.org.au or link to workshop

location above for information on a workshop nearest you.

Agricultural Options Workshop

The wine grapes marketing board, along with Riverina Regional Development Australia ,

Griffith city council and the NSW department of primary industries invite Riverina grape

growers to attend an Agricultural Options workshop. 

  

A diverse range of industry opportunities will be presented to growers including alternative

crop options, value adding, agritourism & new and emerging markets. Guest speakers on

production  are  Almondco,  Pumpkin Seeds Australia, Pacific Seeds and Carob Australia.

Other topics include agritourism, value adding and RDA Riverina EO, Mark Ritchie will speak

on funding opportunities in the Agricuture sector. 

  

The workshop will be held on May 12, 9am to 2pm in the Burley Griffin Room of the Griffith

Regional Theatre, with Morning tea & Lunch provided.

Have Your Say

Click here to register

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_TUMUT_int2.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_COOTAMUNDRA_int.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_GRIFFITH_Int2.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Digital_Capability_Skills_FLYER_WAGGA_int2.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/31325409128c56758f95d6c2d/files/Options_Workshop_flyer_1_.pdf


The Department of Planning and Environment is in the process of developing a Plan that will

create more jobs, strengthen the region’s cities, towns and villages and sustainably manage

its agricultural and environmental resources.  For the first time, a draft Plan consolidates the

strategic planning for the 26 local government areas that comprise the RiverinaMurray

region. The Plan outlines goals for the region including:

a growing economy supported by productive agriculture and sustainable use of

natural resources

improved regional transport networks and utility infrastructure to support economic

activity

strong regional cities supported by a network of liveable towns and villages that meet

the communities changing needs; and

a protected environment and a community resilient to natural hazards and climate

change.

Have your say about the vision, goals and actions outlined in the draft Plan.  Click on the

map to see what’s happening in the region. Click here for more information.

City Deals Can Unleash Small City Growth Potential

Regional Australia Institute have just released a new report unleaching the growth potential

of our regional cities.  The RAI’s analysis looks at the collective potential of these regional

cities highlighting the productivity on international and national benchmarks in their latest

report: Deal or No Deal? Bringing Small Cities into the National Cities Agenda.   This

report also highlights five key ingredients that contribute to small city success. In order to

deliver on their potential, small cities must identify these factors and turn challenges into

opportunities.  Click here to read more.

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-Your-Area/Regional-Plans/Riverina-Murray/How-to-Get-Involved
http://www.regionalaustralia.org.au/home/great-small-cities-report/


Introducing the Riverina Local Landcare Coordinators

The first quarter of 2016 has seen an exciting upswell in support for Landcare across NSW

and  six new Local Landcare Coordinators appointed in the Riverina . The new coordinators

will work closely with Landcare groups, primary producers, and Natural Resource Managers

at a local scale, to support Landcare action on the ground, and help communities to develop

the skills and knowledge they need to remain resilient in the 21st Century. Click here to read

more.

Family Energy Rebate

NSW families with dependent children who may be eligible to apply for the 201516 Family

Energy Rebate of up to $150. The Family Energy Rebate is one of a number of NSW

Government energy assistance programs to help eligible households reduce the impact of

energy costs. Click here for more information. 
 

Other energy rebates
DHS Health Care Card holders (issued by the Department of Human Services) may also be

eligible for the Low Income Household Rebate and NSW Gas Rebate. Visit the Rebates web

page for more information. 

Food for Thought

https://riverinalandcare.org.au/2016/04/26/introducing-the-riverina-local-landcare-coordinators/
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-consumers/financial-assistance/rebates/family-energy-rebate


Grown, produced or made in Australia 

If you sell food in retail stores in Australia, new country of origin food labelling laws will

apply to your products from 1 July 2016. 

Your business will have two years until the new labels are mandatory, but you can start

designing and applying your new labels from today. 

What do the new labels look like? 

 

Click here to read more.

Grant Tip

Think carefully about the project.  Ask yourself “ What is the outcome we would like to

achieve for the community, and how will we achieve it?”

Grant Calendar

ARTS & CULTURE 
Prime Minister's Literary Awards 

Dept Communications and the Arts | $5,000  $80,000 | Closes  20 May     

ARTS 
Young Regional Artist Scholarship 1825 years 

Arts NSW | $10,000 | Closes  27 June 

ARTS 
NSW Visual Arts Emergina Fellowship, Performing Arts Touring and Artists Support Program 

Arts NSW| $30,000 | Closes 9 May 

http://www.business.gov.au/news-and-updates/News-and-features/Pages/new-country-of-origin-food-labelling-laws.aspx
http://arts.gov.au/sites/default/files/literature/pmla-2016-guidelines.pdf
http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/index.php/news-and-publications/news/30000-nsw-government-fellowship-on-offer-for-emerging-visual-artists/


COMMUNITY 
Social Investment Grant Program 

Community Sector Banking | $20,000  $50,000 | Closes  30 May 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVERSIFICATION 
Energise Enterprise Fund 

NSW Dept of Industry | $25,000   $40,000 | Assessed BiMonthly until September 30 

                  
ENVIRONMENT  

Landcare Australia Special Projects Grants 

Landcare Australia | $15,000 | Closes 20 May 

  
SMALL BUSINESS 
Small Business Grant 

NSW Office State Revenue | $2,000.00 | Ongoing 

AGRICULTURE 
Farm Innovation Fund 

Dept Primary Industries Rural Assistance Authority | Ongoing until funds run out 

HERITAGE 
Heritage Activation Grant 

NSW Office Environment & Heritage | Up to $100,000 | 27 June 

  

The following websites have information about many grant and funding opportunities

Community builders: www.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au

Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal: www.frrr.org.au

Grants Link: www.grantslink.gov.au

Regional Arts NSW: http://regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants

Business Projects: http://ausindustry.gov.au

Our Community: http://www.ourcommunity.com.au

Philanthropy: http://www.philanthropy.org.au

For further assistance in locating grants for your projects 

Email: po@rdariverina.org.au 

You can also Like us on Facebook to get regular updates 

Further information on grants and grantwriting www.rdariverina.org.au

http://www.communitysectorbanking.com.au/grants/apply
http://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry-in-nsw/assistance-and-support/strengthening-the-murray-darling-basin-economy
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/special_project_grant_2016
http://www.osr.nsw.gov.au/grants/sbg
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage-activation-grant-guidelines-2797.pdf
http://www.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.frrr.org.au/
http://www.grantslink.gov.au/
http://regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants
http://ausindustry.gov.au/
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/
http://www.philanthropy.org.au/
mailto:po@rdariverina.org.au
http://www.rdariverina.org.au/


RDA Riverina Diary Dates 2016

• April 22: REROC  Wagga Wagga 
• May 2 4:  NSW Regional Events

Workshop  Wagga Wagga 
• May 12:  Ag Options Workshop Griffith 
• May 20: Industry Tour  Wagga Wagga 
• May 26: RDA Riverina Committee

Meeting  Coleambally 
• May 27:  Beyond Bank Pitch Fest  

Wagga  Wagga 
• June 16: Development Officer Forum 

Narrandera 
• June 28: REROC  Wagga Wagga

• August 23: REROC  Wagga Wagga 

• August 25: RDA Riverina Committee

Meeting  Gundagai 
• October 131: Taste Riverina  
• October 20: Development Officer

Network Forum  West Wyalong 
October 25: REROC  Wagga Wagga 
October 26: Regional Outlook 2016

Conference  Griffith 
November 24: RDA Riverina AGM &

Committee Meeting  Junee

What's on in the Riverina Region?



• Bland Shire 

• Carrathool Shire 
• Coolamon Shire 
• Cootamundra Shire Council 
• Griffith City Council 
• Gundagai Shire Council 
• Hay Shire Council 
 

• Junee Shire Council 
• Leeton Shire Council 
• Lockhart Shire Council 
• Murrumbidgee Shire Council 
• Narrandera Shire Council 
• Temora Shire Council 
• Tumut Shire Council 
• Wagga Wagga City Council

Facebook Website

"RDA Riverina builds partnerships that facilitate the development 
of a sustainable region."
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